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Did you notice? This issue is not Volume 10 but Volume 1, Number10 

See our error above. . 

Pete RNAP NAIL ALIAS AALS ARI IRAP ARR PPI AAAS AI LER AA: 
*% SUPPORT TSUG THIS HOLIDAY SEASON WITH TAX EXEMPT GIFTS: * 
SERA AAA AINA IANA NAAN IA IIASA IARI PARP AER, 

We hope that you have enjoyed and benefited from receiving the 
TSUG Newsletter and that you will: feel compelled to help us at this time, 
We have achieved much during the last year and are stronger than ever. 
As ou can tell from the postmark on the outside of the newsletter, 
we are an official tax-exempt, non-profit organization. We are like. 

a charity in being able to receive your donationa and gifts, And this is 

the season for giving. And your gift, donation, or contribution is 

completely tax-deductible. ; 

Our main need is for a means to print up our newsletter at a very 
low cost so that the printing is no less than excellent. We have POWgor 
a bulk mailing permit that atiows us to mail out up to 4 ounces for 
3, Ze per piece mailed out. All of this was achieved at no cost to 
the membership greater than the amount spent for duplicating materials 
and mailing to the Federal Government. 

WE SUGGEST YOU SEND US AT LEAST $10,00--LESS IS FINE AND MORE 1 


as part or allof your memberhip and 
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FINE, TOO. WE ALL BLESS YOU FOR YOUR KIND THOUGHTS AND CONTRIBUTLONSe==="""™ 


Whatever. you give counts is also 
tax-deductible. . an 
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Delphic Enterprises, P.O. Box 72205, Corpus Christi, IX 78472 offers 
a.nice Programmer's Utility EPROM that. can be installed anywhere on the 
H nter Non-Volatile Memory BYard (and I'11 bet it can be used on Byte- 
Backs new incredible 64K memory as well since the Byte-Back unit has 

an EPROM plug). The utility EPROM has the following type of functions: 
renumber, copy(blocks of Basic), Search (for strings of all types, 
RALEIGH CHAPEL HILL © graphics, characters, 
has ee eet 2 commands and functions), 
Delete, Merge, REM kill, 


M 
_E free space available, 
E unlock (stops autorun 
uy programs after loading). 
i + 
N ere Several old reliable 
G f SREYFUS LAB software companies have 
4 AUDITORIUM special deals at this 
D J Bs times 
E&A 
c N & = Savage Software, P.O. Boz 
am 441, Titusville, FL 
4th 8th § 32780 offer Casino, 
eae ararstsiet <1 tard REESE ame Space Trek, Trader Jack, © 
WE MEET THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EACH Niger Aven eer 9 ane 
MONTH AT THE CAMILLE DREYEUS Monopoly for the 16K 
AUDITORIUM AT 2: 08 Oe eee ty TS1000 at $9.95 each 
N : 
OSLIGATION BUT YOU UZLL HAVE game. Dr. Peter Owens 
FUN RND LERRN A LOT, TOO. THE wrote a complimentary 
MEETING IN JANUARY UILL OCCUR review of two of these 


= @TH OF THE MONTH--THE 


ON TH 
SECOND SUNDAY. outstanding games in 


Popular Computing (pgs. 


148 and 250, December 1983 issue). . 
Biocal Software, 167 Wilson St.', Petaluma, CA. 94952 Has a special deal 
whereby you get a choice of a free program if you buy 2 others (actually 
several of their tapes have 2 items per tape)(so we are really talking 
about 6 programs for the price vf 4 or so). They have fine programs. 
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KOPAK Inc., 119 Peter Street, Union City, NJ 07087 have a special deal 
for all of you members of our users’ group: 15% off all of their prices 
provided you are a member--IF YOU HAVE ANY DOUBTS, BEITER SEND US SOME 
INDICATION OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY SO THAT WE HAVE YOU INCLUDED. 

KOPAK has one of the most extensive offerings for our computer and 
they also have a 1-800-222-0903 number making them truly available 

to all. 


SILULUSION, Box 894, Lemon Grove, CA 92045, have always had a nice 
offering of programs: Party Nibbles and Bites (recipes for pasties), 
Bartender’s Window (recipes for a bartender), Escape from Stalag Luft 
III (strategy game with a nice prapitee board to play on), The Fantastic 
Music Machine (ror your TS1000 2k or more), Super Z (for the ZX 80 4K 
ROM) adds TAB, SCROLL, PAUSE, READ, DATA, RESTORE commands to a zx80 
computer with 4K ROM for only$9.95. In fact most of their programs are. 
only $9.95. And this company is a fine company to deal with. 


TSUG would like to call upon many other companies to send us some of 
their best programs for reviews. we will be happy to do our best and 
send the programs back immediately or they can be donated to our users‘ 
group for a complete write off as a TAX-EXEMPT donation which is TAX- 
DEDUCTIBLE for the donor} 


TSUG receiveé a host of advertising and urges these companies to send 
some sample of their offerings so that they will stand out in our pages. 
You might ask: why send TSUG something? Well here it is...in talking to 
Thomas Woods of ZX Pro/File fame, I again have verified that we are the 
ONLY users' group to have generated an order for him when he sent out 
free copies of ZX PRO/FILE to some 100 plus users* groups all over 

the country. Ofcourse, that does not speak well for advertising in 
user group circles--or maybe it does, Maybe user group people are so 
eager to get a decent program or peripheral that they do not hesitate to 
pay full price when they know something is worthwhile. 


Speaking of worthwhile things: Thomas B. Woods, P.O. Box 64, Jefferson, 
NH 03583 sells one of the best file programs for $16.95 ($14.95 thru 
the users group) and provides "PRO/FILE Updates" a quarterly newsletter 


-= due. out mid-December with various different ideas to make PRO/FILE 


even more useful, The newsletter will include a routine to let you insert 
a files in the middle of the long string that carries the information. 


Lyon Ware, 1520 S. Lyon, Santa Clara, CA 92705, sells the Lyon Switch 
for $11.95 plus $2.00 to install between your power supply and 2X81 or 
TS1000 so you don't ruin your computer power jack. 


Softmark Associates, P24, 210 Fifth Ave., New York, NY, 10010, have a 
book entitled How to Market Your Timex/Sinclair Software by Richard 
Favro. It costs $14.5 


SINWARE, Box 8032, Santa Fe, NM 87504 has the fantastic new HOT-2 
available for $15.00 before Dec. 1st and $25.00 after Dec. ist. 
You should also buy Z-EXTRA for $19,95--it is a great program for 
creating a a. and combining them together. Z-EXTRA made 
the map a breeze it made the graphics in the masthead just plain 
easy. The documentation is superb, the pee ame are incredibletii: 
If you order, make sure you include the available in your system. 
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8 A LOOK AT TITHE TS 2068 8. 
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If you already own a ZX81 or a TS1000 you will be able to use this 
machine easily from the start. And, provided that the whole system of 
keyword entry did not turn you off completely with your earlier version 
of Timex-Sinclairese, this computer should be downright fun to run. 

One big advantage and also a problem is that you are provided with 

quite an array of statements and commands on the keyboard. The advantage 
is that it is all there in fron t of you and if you have a general 
notion of what this computer can do, you may scan the keyboard and 

find out how to do it, or at . least whether it is possible to do it. 

It may also speed up entry. One of the biggest advantages is to the 

new owner that is not generally familiar with things but at least knows 
that program lines start with numbers in BASIC and then have statements 
and arguments, etc. The new owner can find things there that make it 
quite easy to get started. The other big plus is the syntax checking 
that the computer does so that you don't input useless garbage (to do 
that on a Timex or Sinclair you have to prepare some pretty sophisticated 
garbage). The disadvantage is that the keyboard is very "busy" and 


makes you wonder if it wouldn't be easier to just be able to type in 
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the staements letter by letter; I suspect that the extremely efficient 
and far superior editor that will not let you make garbage mistakes 
would simply be impossible in such a system for such a low price, 

We have looked at and played with several programs for the 2068. 
States and Capitals, Chess, Fun Golf, Flight Simulator, Math Wizardry I, 
Math Wizardry II, Language Usage and the free Keyboard Tutorial and 
Turtle Graphics routine that comes with the machine, Two other programs 
were available but were not tested out: Budget (part of the free three-~ 
pack) and Home Improvement Planner. (1'11 bet they are the best and 
I*11 not discover until later on just how good they are--we shall see). 
Two of the programs were also available in plug-in cartridges. They 
were States and Capitals and Flight Simulator. All materials loaded and 
worked first time out. The load routine in the 2068 is vastiy different 
and far superior to that in the 1000, 1500 seriess its faster, more 
reliable, more interating. Typing on the 2068 is a breeze and is very 
comfortable; finding and remembering how to get all the different 
cursors (ah, curses!) can be challenging, sometimes frustrating. 

I don't think that you can get rid of program lines as easily on the 
2068 as you can on the 1000-1500 series by just typing in the number and 
entering the line number. DELETE works a little different and will ~ 
require some careful reading in the SUPERB MANUAL. It really is very | 
800d, Charles Durang, Judith Richland, the many contributors and 
especially SUE MAHONEY, have done a fine job in getting ready for the 
public a computer whose manual encourages the new computerist, the ; 
would-be to become the will-be programmer, It lacks in only one directio 
and that is that it does not have in it the details of all the really 
fantastic things that the computer is capable of doing: 64 to 80 

columns built in (80 if you redefine your character set), and using the 
two display files for all sorts of incredible graphics routines. These 
Special details are promised in an upcoming book called JS/2000 
Advanced Programming Concepts Manual. 

Well, what are the new programs like. States and Capitals is 
quite nice but a bit simple--at. least the map and graphics make up 
for what the ZX81/TS1000 version lacked. CHESS was very nice. Some 
high school students came by our computer fair display and said that 
the chess program was very nice for such a computer and for such a price 
(lise of $19195). I though Language Usege waS okay bit dull and I 
couldn't find out easily how to access the end of drill-and=practice- 
session post-test (any hints anybody?). But Math Wizardry I and II 
are definite "buys" if you have children in elementary school who 
are working on their math facts, The correct answers generate a nice 
little dispiay that is animated at the end of the ses&ion--you watch 
a train, for instance, chug across a bridge (correct answers build 
the bridge or set up the train, etc.) Flight Simulator was engrossing 
to all who sat down or saw it--a definite "buy" Several junior high 
age kids said they liked "Fun Golf" quite a lot. You get to input the 
‘ direction and strngth of your shots (shots’ direction as on the face 
of a clock, turns out to be good geometry, math practice for kids-~I _ 
watched them doing this and could tell that it had special relations 
with map-making and interpreting skills). The two cartridges-~which are 
small and high-tech, tooy-plugged right in and powered right up. 


THE 2068 IS AVAILABLE FROM BRENDLES AND BESTS FOR ABOUT $150.00 and 
from SEARS for about $180,00, 
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NEW COLOR COMPUTER AVAILABLE FROM 
BRENDLES AND BESTS FOR - 
$150.00 
TS1000 and RAM PACK AVAILABLE TOGETHER FROM BRENDLES FOR LESS THAN 
$40.00 


See NLA LEN AAAI EIA NENDA IAEA IDLER LED PE EVENL DEES IBA PPV SIAR IPRS D LBS IS 
I noticed in the English ZX Computing magazine that is again available 
in Cary Village Mall at the newstand called It's Just For You 469-8492 
that Sinclair had their version of FORTH out in England for both the 
2X81 and the Spectrum for about $25.00 which is what it costs here from 
HAWG WILD SOFTWARE, P.O. Box 7668, Little Rock,Arkansas (AR) 72217. 

_ Gary Smith the owner of HAWG WILD says he may be able to loan us a 
Jupiter Ace for a short, short while for review *, SO look 
to that in the near future. He also has a Floating PoMe. enhanneme 

available for his XFORTH for an additionals$1s.00. In ecdein. 

~need to add a $1,00 shipping and hasdlipig ®@e, 

Go FORTH, m2 Go F bh, . 
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